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1. embassy (noun) – the building where a consul lives and works; consulate. 
2. cease (verb) – stop, conclude, terminate. 
3. harassment (noun) – persecution, persistent annoyance, irritation. 
4. allegedly (adverb) – supposedly, unprovenly, reportedly. 
5. intimidate (verb) – frighten, scare, overawe. 
6. personnel (noun) – employees, staff, workforce. 
7. tow away (phrasal verb) – (the vehicles like car, bike etc) removed from an area where it has 

been illegally parked. 
8. notion (noun) – idea, belief, conception. 
9. invitee (noun) – guest, visitor. 
10. blatant (adjective) – evident, flagrant/glaring, obvious. 
11. disregard (noun) – indifference, neglect, lack of attention. 
12. violative (adjective) – offending, offensive, contravening/breaching.  
13. Geneva convention (noun) – a body of Public International Law, also known as the 

Humanitarian Law of Armed Conflicts, whose purpose is to provide minimum protections, 
standards of humane treatment, and fundamental guarantees of respect to individuals who 
become victims of armed conflicts. 

14. protocol (noun) – customs, rules, procedure. 
15. undignified (adjective) – unseemly, degrading, dishonourable. 
16. tit-for-tat (noun) – equivalent retaliation; counterattack, revenge, an eye for an eye. 
17. biting (adjective) – bitterly cold, freezing, icy-cold/chilly. 
18. plumb the depths (phrase) – reach the lowest possible level/point, experience the worst 

extremes, reach rock bottom. 
19. tail (verb) – follow, pursue, track. 
20. ferry (verb) – transport, convey, carry. 
21. diplomat (noun) – envoy, consul, official. 
22. vitiate (verb) – spoil, impair, destroy. 
23. fraught with (adjective) – full of, filled with. 
24. augment (verb) – increase, boost, improve. 
25. concession (noun) – grant of privilege; favour, allowance, exception. 
26. at hand (phrase) – imminent, close at hand, approaching/forthcoming. 
27. turn the page (phrase) – to make a fresh start (after a period of difficulties) 
28. bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or countries. 
29. reach out (phrasal verb) – contact someone for help/assistance/cooperation. 
30. counterpart (noun) – a person who serves the same job/function but in a different location; 

equivalent. 
31. petty (adjective) – small/trivial, unimportant, insignificant. 

Low tactics: on Indian embassy’s Iftar party in 

Islamabad 
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India and Pakistan must cease targeting each other’s diplomats and their 

guests 

India has issued a public statement of protest over the harassment of guests attending an 

Iftar party hosted by the Indian High Commission in Islamabad on June 1. Guests were 

allegedly intimidated and stopped by Pakistani security force personnel from attending the 

event. Those who did attend reportedly had their cars towed away. Describing the action by 

Pakistani security forces as “against all notions of civilised behaviour”, India has asked the 

Pakistan government to conduct an inquiry into the incident. This development follows 

alleged actions by Indian security agencies in stopping guests to the Pakistan High 

Commission National Day function in New Delhi in March, as well as at its Iftar party on 

May 27. On both occasions, the Pakistan government had protested in similar terms, 

terming the behaviour of the security agencies towards invitees as being in “blatant 

disregard of traditional eastern values” and violative of the Vienna convention for 

diplomatic protocol. It is clear that regardless of how undignified the actions appear, both 

governments are following a tit-for-tat approach to ties, targeting even diplomatic 

missions. Last winter, for example, Pakistan authorities refused to give clearances for gas 

connections for heating in the Indian High Commission’s residential complex in 

Islamabad, despite the biting cold; while Indian authorities reportedly blocked construction 

workers from entering the Pakistani residential complex in New Delhi to undertake urgent 

repair work. Other forms of harassment that plumbed new depths included ringing the 

doorbells of diplomats at late hours of the night to intimidate them, and even tailing cars 

ferrying diplomats’ children from school. 

This cycle of undiplomatic behaviour simply vitiates an atmosphere already fraught with 

tensions, and must end. Post-elections, the Indian Air Force has removed airspace 

restrictions, and Pakistan has begun to open airspace routes to and from India that it had 

closed after the Pulwama attack. Such positive steps need to be augmented. Earlier, 

Pakistan granted former External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj permission to fly over its 

territory, and India made a similar concession to Pakistan’s Foreign Minister. India and 

Pakistan have extremely serious issues to resolve. The harassment of diplomats and their 

guests is a diversion from the issues at hand. With a new government assuming charge in 

India, and a possible meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Pakistan Prime 

Minister Imran Khan at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation next week, it is likely that 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/controversy-erupts-after-pakistan-security-forces-harass-guests-at-indian-envoys-iftar-event/article27405791.ece
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both sides will try to turn the page in bilateral ties. The new External Affairs Minister, S. 

Jaishankar, is a former diplomat himself and should reach out to his counterpart in 

Islamabad to raise the level of engagement above the petty point-scoring that such 

harassment of guests at diplomatic functions represents. 

 

 


