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Important Vocab for the Editorial

1. vaccine (noun) — a biological preparation that improves immunity to a

particular disease.
. :

skirmish (noun) — fight, conflict, clash, confrontation.

intellectual property (noun) — a category of property that inclu
stify, perplex.
ule less strict.

W N

intangible (non-physical) creations of the human intellect.
well-known types are copyrights, patents, trademarks a
secrets.
waiver (noun) — deferral, rejection, renunciation (with no
stipulations/restrictions).
stockpile (noun) — stock, collection,accumulation.
catch someone off-guard (phrase) — surprise,
relaxation (noun) — the process of maki
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of

e
d

s

O N O

wledge and creativity, in
resolving trade disputes oveRlP, and suring WTO members the
latitude to achieve their domesSiti igy objectives. It frames the IP
system in terms of i ology transfer and public welfare.
The Agreement is a cognition of the significance of links

eed for a balanced IP system.

s around the world and typically affects a large number of
a wide area.

adg’Organization (WTO) (noun) — an intergovernmental
nizatien that is concerned with the regulation of international trade

: le (verb) — submit, put forward, present, propose, introduce.
4. egstwhile (adjective) — old, previous, former, then.

»%ow (verb) — swear, pledge, promise, affirm.

16. perhaps (adverb) — maybe, possibly.

17. anticipate (verb) — expect, foresee, predict.
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18. chasm (noun) — a clear difference between two people/groups’
thoughts, feelings, opinions, etc.; divergence, disunion, gulf, void, gap.

19. inequality (noun) — Inequality is simply defined as “the state of not
being equal, especially in status, rights and opportunities;
imbalance, unevenness, disproportion, disparity.

20. proclaim (verb) — announce, declare, pronounce (officially); publllicize,
make public, make known.

21. bitter (adjective) — awful, painful, distressing, disturbing.

22. sound (verb) — look like, seem, appear.

23. well-intentioned (adjective) — well-meaning; good-natur

24. pro- (prefix) — supporting.

25. stance (noun) — position, approach, standpoin

26. rebuff (verb) — reject, refuse, decline.

27. meet with (phrasal verb) — experience a particular
situation/reaction; deal with, handle.

28. liberal (adjective) — broad-minded, open-
progressive, forward-looking, forward-thinkin

29. pushback (noun) — resistance, sition, di
repulse drive.

30. salvo (noun) — attack, aggréssive act,

31. complication (noun) — diffi

32. echo (verb) — repeat, say ag

33. relatively (adverb
certain extent/degre

rbearing;

reement, force back,

, Issue; obstacle, impediment.
te, reiterate.

35. lash out criticize, castigate, condemn/censure.

36. An — White, English-speaking person, (referring to
the UK); It also refers to settlers from the German regions
eln and Saxony) settled in England in the 5th& 6th

erit (noun) — good point, strong point.

ficit (noun) — shortfall, deficiency, shortage, lack.

accompany (verb) — go with, occur with; supplement, augment,
enhance.

42. generic (adjective) — unbranded, untrademarked, non-proprietary.
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43. generic-drugs (noun) — unbranded drugs; copies of brand-
name drugs that contain the same chemical substance as a drug that
was originally protected by chemical patents.

44. pharmaceutical (adjective) — relating to aspects like preparation,
dispensing, and effective utilization of medicinal drugs.

45. requisite (adjective) — necessary, required, essential, vital, ne

46. personnel (noun) — force, staff, employees, workforce.

47. know-how (noun) — knowledge, expertise, skKill.

48. in all likelihood (phrase) — in all probability, most likel
perhaps.

49. immunogenicity (noun) — the ability of cells/tissuesito
immune response in the body of a human.

50. efficacy (noun) — effectiveness, efficiency, power/abilit
estimated results.

51. supply chain (houn) — a network betwee
suppliers to produce and distribute a speci

52. address (verb) — tackle, deal withattend to

53. indeed (adverb) — in fact, actua '

54. speculation (noun) — predicti

55. proclamation (noun) — ord

pronouncement, statement.

nd its
o the final buyer.

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

— an amount/quantity of something.
adjective) — economical, inexpensive, reasonably priced.
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Vaccine skirmishes: On production of COVID-
vaccine
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to share the stockpile

The Biden administration’s announcement t

argument. The original proposal fo of TRIPS for such
vaccines in the context of the opdei IC_was drafted at the

during the 2020 U.S. presiden stwhile candidate Joe Biden
vowed that should he win, he solutely positively” commit to
sharing vaccine technology with untries that needed it, perhaps
anticipating the deep c f inequality in vaccine access. Now that his
administration h ntent to fulfil that promise, it must come

developing-cOuntrigs, policy”stance has been rebuffed by major EU nations
and me count
uU.S. ts uncomfortable. The first pushback salvo came from
ich said that it would create “severe complications” for the
of'Wéccines, echoing the view of major pharma corporations.
ile Frefnich President Emmanuel Macron had appeared relatively less
onsidering the proposal earlier, he lashed out at the “Anglo-
ns” for impeding vaccine availability globally by blocking the export

of ipgredients.
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ere are merits to the argument that an IPR waiver, even if it were to
become a reality, may not entirely resolve the vaccine deficit issue in
countries suffering the worst of the pandemic now. First, the grant of a
waiver would have to be accompanied by a “tech transfer” that provides
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generic pharmaceutical manufacturers with the requisite trained personnel,
raw materials and hi-tech equipment and production know-how. Second,
there must be a scientifically convincing answer to the question of how any
vaccine then produced by these generic manufacturers — in all likelihood,
years from now — would pass the tests of safety, immunogenicity and
protective efficacy. Third, the impact on global supply chains for va€cin
production should be examined so major disruptions might be gv

of their vaccine stockpiles, particularly in cases where
projected domestic need. Indeed, there is speculation
behind Mr. Biden’s waiver proclamation might b
outcome, essentially a tactic to persuade pharm
accept less painful measures including shari
willingly, agreeing to joint ventures to
expeditiously, and simply produce more doses at
directly to where the need is most seveu€, especial

production
prices to donate



