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matter of concern (phrase) — something which causes worry.

2. coronavirus (CoV) (noun) — a large family of viruses that cause illness
ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases. comm
signs of infection include respiratory symptoms, fever, cough
shortness of breath and breathing difficulties. In more seve
infection can cause pneumonia, severe acute respirator
kidney failure and even death. (Courtesy: WHO)

3. variant (noun) — different or form or version or mutant of so

(virus).

4. merit (verb) — deserve, warrant, justify.

5. public health (noun) — the branch of medicine lic health;
public health is also the science of protec ' ing the health
of people and their communities through e ' licy making and

research for disease and injury preyention.
) nt” coronavirus variant
—with a combination of mutat here else in the world

S generated durlng previous infection or
ffectiveness of treatments or vaccines, or

. Sb:-called (adverb) — commonly named.

4. Variants of Interest (VOI) (noun) — A variant with specific genetic
arkers that have been associated with changes to receptor binding,
reduced neutralization by antibodies generated against previous
infection or vaccination, reduced efficacy of treatments, potential
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https://www.lexico.com/definition/coronavirus
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
https://www.lexico.com/definition/variant
https://www.lexico.com/definition/merit
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/categorize
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/classification
https://www.lexico.com/definition/prompt
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/scrutiny
https://www.lexico.com/definition/overseas
https://www.lexico.com/definition/so-called

diagnostic impact, or predicted increase in transmissibility or disease
severity.

15 flag (verb) — indicate, identify, point out.

potential (adjective) — possible, probable, likely.

17. evade (verb) — avoid, dodge, elude, escape.

18. play a part/role (phrase) — contribute to, be instrumental in, be
factor in.

19. Indian SARS-CoV2 Genomic Consortia (INSACOG) (nouf) —
INSACOG refers to the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genome Seq '

coronavirus samples in different States, had be Wing regular
updates on the threat from new strains to the g
20. consortium (noun) — association, syndicate, corporatio
federation. Consortia is a plural form of co lum.
21. sequence (verb) — determine the complete
compounds/building blocks (nucleagtides) of
or DNA.
22. genome (noun) — the geneti

cleic acids, such as RNA

plete set of DNA,
e sum total of the genetic

2a0e/(noun) — sequence.
QU.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (houn) — The
United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is the

tional public health agency of the United States. It is a United States
federal agency, under the Department of Health and Human Services,
and is headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia. CDC is the U.S’s leading
science-based, data-driven, service organization that protects the
public’s health.
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31. Public Health England (noun) — The Public Health England (PHE)
was set up on 1 April 2013 as an operationally autonomous executive
agency of the Department of Health. Its mission is to protect and
improve the nation’s health and to address inequalities through working
with national and local government, the National Health Service (NHS),
industry and the voluntary and community sector.

32. criterion (noun) — basis, standard; specification, guideline. (cr
the plural form of criterion).

33. interest (noun) — advantage, benefit.

34. prevalence (noun) — it refers to the number of case
are present in a particular population at a given timefwhe
“incidence” refers to the number of new cases t
period of time.

35. goon to (phrasal verb) — proceed (to do some

36. dominant (adjective) — main, most impo
powerful.

37. strain (noun) — variety, kind, type; varlant

38. geography (noun) — (particularl

39. antibody (noun) — immuniz ' ‘immunoglobulin’; a
protective protein produced ainly by a (blood) ceIIs in

substances like ins
40. breakthrouqh |nfec

erb) —to |nject/|ntroduce a vaccine into the body of
oduce immunity to a particular disease; immunize,

Ing, extensive.

sk up (phrasal verb) — to wear a mask (face covering).

a long way (phrase) — achieve great success; to be helpful for a

gnificant amount of time.

45. vaccine (noun) — a biological preparation that improves immunity to a
particular disease.

46. defence (noun) — protection, shielding, safeguarding; security.



https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/criterion
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http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/prevalence?q=Prevalence
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/go_on
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47. magic pill (noun) — a drug or treatment that can cure a disease

quickly and completely; nostrum, elixir, wonder drug, magic bullet.
48. magic bullet (noun) — (quick) solution, answer, remedy, cure.
49. on one’s toes (phrase) — alert, wide awake, responsive.

A matter of concern: On Indian coronavirus varjdnt
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been categorised as a Variant of Conce
classification which will now prompt greater int
who test positive overseas. While th

transmission or be asSmeiated with more severe disease or found to be
evading detection by diegrosie, tests. Concerns that the B.1.617 may be

mid-March. § or the Indian SARS-CoV2 Genomic Consortia,
had flagogelms i with two concerning mutations, E484Q and L452R,

ed to appear together on a variant that was linked to a large
5in Maharashtra and began to be called ‘double mutant’ or
n ‘tripl§ mutant’ (as it also had another important mutation, P614R).

nearly 20% of the cases out of Maharashtra, which has
istently been among the most afflicted States, were being linked to the
varlgnt. However, it was in early April that this variant became formally
ssified as a lineage, B.1.617. It was only after the U.K.’s labelling it as a
VOC that it was called so by health authorities in India. In fact, unlike the
United States’s CDC or Public Health England, India still does not have a
classification criterion for labelling viruses as variants of interest, or
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concern. Classifying variants is not just a matter of mere academic interest.
Based on the prevalence, some variants may go on to become the dominant
strain in a region or multiple geographies. It then becomes the responsibility
of vaccine companies to check whether their vaccines continue to be
effective. Such studies have already begun in India, but while laboratqry
studies show that vaccines continue to be effective, some of the em
variants do seem to be better at evading antibodies. Along with m
reinfections and cases of breakthrough infections (testing paqsfti
being double inoculated), flagging variants must be seen as
response. Detecting newer variants does not always merit
public health response — such as masking up — but the
reminding people to continue being alert, viewing v S as an important
defence but not a magic pill, and keeping health authQgiti prloes.
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