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Important Vocab for the
Editorial

1. pave (verb) — cover, surface, finish.
2. ties (noun) — association, relationship, bond, connecti
3. grapple with (verb) — tackle, confront, deal with, c
4. pandemic (noun) — the worldwide spread of a
The illness spreads around the world and ty,
large number of people across a wide area.
5. Line of Actual Control (LAC) (noun) —t -facto (effective)
border between India and China. The i 4,057-km
border running through three areas-\Western (Latlakh, Ladakh
(Kashmir)), middle (Uttarakhand, haly;” and eastern
(Sikkim, Arunachal).
ingress (noun) — entry, acc
People’s Liberation Ar

entry, admission.

— People’s Liberation
e country of China and
C). It is one of the largest

~No

— limited,

ing ground to support its forward military deployments.
Depsang Plains are large plains that are suitable for
riving armoured carriers, artillery and mechanised units,
which is unusual at the height of about 17,000 feet above sea
level. The Depsang plains are strategically important as it
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provides a flat surface amid the mountainous terrain which
can be used by either of the two countries to launch a military
offensive, similar to the Spanggur Gap in the Chushul sub-
sector.

13. hot springs (noun) — Hot Springs (Kyam) is the locatio n
Indian border checkpost operated by Indo-Tibeta
Police (ITBP) in the Chang Chenmo
in Ladakh near the disputed border with China.
because there is a hot spring at this locatiod.
generally a spring (well head) with wat
substantially higher than the air témperature J/of
surrounding region).

14. disengage (verb) — withdraw, pull le move out,
retreat.

15. face-off (noun) — conflict, cla

the

face, stare down,

outface, stand up to.
17. confrontation (noun) —
18. disengagement (noun)

military troops fr
19. address (verb) —

t, encounter.
, departure,

retreat (of

: phrase) — for the purpose of, in order to
ichieve; in the interest of.
oun) a S|tuat|on where sudden problems could

hat has a strong pOSSIbIlIty of developing into a war).

lecemeal (adjective) — disorganized, unplanned,

ugsystematic, unmethodical, step by step.

. rationale (noun) — reason, reasoning/thinking, logic, grounds,

basis.

26. explosive (adjective) — violent, intense, vehement; critical,
serious, dangerous, perilous.


https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/hot_spring
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/disengage
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/face-off
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/eyeball_to_eyeball
https://www.lexico.com/definition/confrontation
https://www.lexico.com/definition/disengagement
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/address
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/leverage
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/flashpoint
https://www.lexico.com/definition/piecemeal
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/rationale
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/explosive

Model Practice Set -1

27. escalate (verb) — increase, heighten, intensify; become
serious.

28. play with (phrase) — take advantage of, exploit, make use of,
use.

29. in__sight (phrase) — observable, noticeable, isible,
recognizable, on view, near at hand.

30. deny (verb) — reject, abandon, discard.

31. territory (noun) — sphere, arena, domain.

32. patrol (verb) — keep guard, keep watch, kee igl

33. patrol (noun) — vigil, guard, watch, monitoi

34. avowed (adjective) — asserted, declar,

publicly.
35. status quo ante (phrase) — a Latin ase meaping “the state
of affairs existing before” (or) “the wa ere before”.

36. status guo (noun) — a Latin phrase meaning the existing state

38. de-induction (n ct of moving out of troops
deployed from an

ealy say again, restate.
peacefulness, restfulness, calmness,

ble (adjective) — undefendable, unjustifiable,
le, illogical, irrational.
(noun) — the bringing of resources into effective

erb) — contradict, conceal/cover, disguise,
miSyepresent, falsify.
gnisant (adjective) — aware, well informed about, familiar
with.
45. volatility (noun) — unpredictability, instability, unreliability.
46. gauge (verb) —judge, assess, evaluate, appraise, analyse.
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47. undertake (verb) — begin, start; engage in, become involved
in, take part in.

48. reorientation (noun) —the act of changing the
focus/direction.

49. geopolitics (noun) — the study of the geographical fact@rs (a
country’s position on the earth, size, climate, an
resources & etc,.) in world politics and inter-state r

50. pose (verb) — create, cause, present (a proble
risk).

51. tricky (adjective) — difficult, awkward, pro

52. geopolitical (adjective) — relating to (the st of) the
geographical factors (a country’s posi he earth,
size, climate, and natural resources etc. orld politics

and inter-state relations.
53. exacerbate (verb) — intensify
worsen, compound.
54. devastation (noun) — degftructio
55. vaccine (noun) — a
immunity to a particular

increasd, heighten, aggravate,

ge, havoc/wreckage.

56. vaccine oun) — vaccine
friendship; a hum lan initiative undertaken by the Indian
governmen pr OVID-19 vaccines to countries

57. vaccigesdiplomacy (noun) — the use of a vaccine to increase
' ‘@ elatiotship and influence other countries but also,
a Stfategic perspective, vaccine access opens the door

eighbour (noun) — a country that is next to another country;

rdering) country.

. procure (verb) — buy, purchase.

61. counter (noun) —an alternative & opposite thing to
something.

62. ostensibly (adverb) — apparently, seemingly, supposedly.
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63. lynchpin (noun as modifier) — most important, main, focal,
central (thing).

64. Quad/Quadrilateral (noun) — The ‘Quadrilateral’ is described
as four democracies (the United States, Japan, Australia and

India) with a shared objective to ensure and support ee,
ement,

open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region.
65. pledge (noun) — promise, undertaking, oath,

assurance.
66. dose (noun) — an amount/quantity of somethipg:
67. The Indo-Pacific _ (region) (noun) — , t o-Pacific
region refers to the confluence (convergence) of the Pacific
and Indian Oceans, which interconnectui east Asia

(Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Philipgines, Malaysia,
Singapore, and more).
68. influence (noun) — power, authority, swWay, feverage, position.
69. renege (verb) — fail to ho n, default on, break
one’s word/promise (a c
70. COVAX (noun) — COVAKX is cosledt by Gavi, the Coalition for

Epidemic Preparedness ovations (CEPI), and WHO. lIts

aim is to acceletate the lopment and manufacture of
COVID-19 vaccin d to guarantee fair and equitable
access for the world.

71. footing ( , standing, position.

72.
/3.
74.

antiCiate(verb)= expect, foresee, predict.
plblic héalth (noun) — the branch of medicine handling public

ra (noun) — distinctive character.

76. emergent (adjective) — emerging, developing, arising.

77. tom-tom (verb) — proclaim, announce/voice, boast about.

78. self-reliance (noun) — self-sufficiency, self-support, self-
sustenance.
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79. lay bare (phrasal verb) — reveal, uncover, expose.
80. vulnerability (noun) -  weakness, defencelessness,
unprotectedness, susceptibility.

81. anchor (noun) — mainstay, cornerstone, bulwark.
82. behest (noun) — Instruction, requirement, (aE,

de
wish/desire.
83. presumption (noun) — assumption, supposition, bgfief/noti
thought, impression.
84. strain (verb) — hurt, damage, impair.
85. vagary (noun) — peculiarity, oddi City,

unpredictability.
86. hypothesis (noun) — reason, basis, thinki
87. oceanic (adjective) — huge, vast.
88. prowess (houn) — courage, brav ur; expertise,
mastery, skilfulness.
89. scenario (noun) — situation
90. at_all costs (phrase)
whatever happens; at

everything.
91. two-front situation/challenge (noun) — two-front
situation//challen omething in which attack takes place
' separate fronts.
jective)\ . — tricky, conspiratorial, deceitful,

n) — a secondary or secret route.
— result in, cause, bring about, call forth, give

e (houn) — a negotiated agreement that will be
sempanied by other associated commitments to de-
alate the fighting; atemporary stoppage of war, truce,
agmistice.

. Line of Control (LoC) (noun) — it is a 450 mile-long military
control line lying between India and Pakistan’s controlled parts
of the former (under the British) Jammu and Kashmir. This line
is not actually a legally recognized international boundary but
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prevails as per de facto. After the Simla Agreement signed in
July 1972, this line was officially renamed as “Line of Control”
from “the Cease-fire Line”.

97. contradictory (adjective) — contrary, contrasting, conflicting,
inconsistent.

98. voice (noun) — expression; opinion, view.

99. flounder (verb) — struggle, have difficulty, be con d, be In
difficulties, be in dire straits.
xt,'§cenario,

100. environment (noun)  — situation,
backdrop.

101. preoccupation (noun) — absence ind, digtraction,
forgetfulness, inattentiveness, heedlessn

102. brook (verb) —tolerate, p up ith} allow/accept
(something like dissent/difference of

103. engagement (noun) —, particigation, taking part,
involvement.

104. loom (verb) — emefge," appeargbecome visible, take a
threatening shape.

105. loom large (phrase), — imminent/close, about to

happen (and y.somethin which has a lot of

importance/attenti

— follow, observe something.
— hostile, unfriendly, hateful,

— combine, integrate, incorporate,

1 whminent (adjective) — close/near, about to happen,
approaching/impending.
ominous (adjective) — threatening,
menacing, inauspicious, unpromising, unfavourable.
112. assertive (adjective) — bullish, dominant,

domineering, authoritative.
113. in concert (phrase) — acting jointly.
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114, nightmare (noun) —very unpleasant or frightening
experience; ordeal, horror, torment.

115. condolences (noun) —sympathy, solace, comfort,
consolation, fellow feeling, understanding, empathy,
compassion.

116. counterpart (noun) — equivalent, equal, fellow.

117. ambassador (noun) — repr€sentative,
promoter, campaigner (of a particular activity).

118. highlight (verb) — underline, underscafe, “*em ize,

call attention to.
1109. pledge (verb) — vow, state, promisef affirm.

120. curiously (adverb) —  mysterio . surprisingly,
unexpectedly.
121. ambiguously (adverb) — unclear ly, dubiously.

122. explicitly (adverb) cle

understandably, without qu

ly, unequivocally,

123. lay stress on (phraSe) ™ t Importance to; to give
attention to.

124. on_a_ par_with (pAsase) /~ as good as, comparable
with, equivalent tQ.

125. state-owne jective) — government-owned.
126. —a network between a company
oduce and distribute a specific product
to the
127. (phrase) —in agreement, in accord, in

accordance.

gcoring (noun) — small victory (over a rival).
raflect (verb) — indicate, show, reveal, exhibit.

lateral (adjective) — involving two groups or countries.

1 emanate (verb) — emerge, ensue, come out, arise,
oplginate.
contrary to (phrase) — conflicting with, opposed to.
133. delineate (verb) — outline, delimit, demarcate.
134. rule out (phrasal verb) - eliminate, reject, dismiss,

disregard, prohibit, prevent.


https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/nightmare
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/condolences
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/counterpart?q=Counterpart+
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ambassador
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/highlight
https://www.lexico.com/definition/pledge
https://www.lexico.com/definition/curiously
https://www.lexico.com/definition/ambiguously
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/explicitly?q=Explicitly
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/on_a_par_with
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/in_tune
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/point-scoring
https://www.lexico.com/definition/reflect
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/bilateral
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/emanate
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/contrary_to
https://www.lexico.com/definition/delineate
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/rule_something_out

Model Practice Set -1

135. lack of (noun) — absence, deficiency, scarcity, dearth.
136. churn (noun) — disorder/disorganization,
confusion, disruption/chaos.
137. attendant (adjective) = —accompanying, associated,
related, connected.
138. conflagration (noun) — flames, blaze, fire, inferno
The road from Ladakh is paved "W
disruptions
MAY 27 00§02 IST
China-India ties are moving into a zo problems
even as New Delhi grapples w a ic-related

issues

etween Indian and
ol (LAC) in Ladakh

It has been a year since the ne
Chinese troops on the Line

statements
seven pl

n Army had occupied certain heights on the Kailash range in
endsAugust, where it was in an eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation

Ith the Chinese. In February this year, the two sides agreed to
disengage from this location and from the north bank of Pangong
Tso. This was announced by India’s Defence Minister in
Parliament, where he also said that the two armies will convene


https://www.lexico.com/definition/lack
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the next meeting of the senior commanders within 48 hours after
the complete disengagement in the Pangong lake area “to address
and resolve all other remaining issues”. The last such meeting of
commanders was held on April 9, but the Chinese have refused t
even discuss the remaining issues.

-

Evaluate the Ladakh crisis, keep China at b

ritten in this
bruary 17, 2021)

t

Such an outcome was not entirely unexpe
newspaper (Looking after the Ladakh wal

that India had lost its only leverage sh range for the sake of
disengagement on the north ban after India reversed its
position of simultaneously res shpoints in Ladakh rather

than deal with them piecemeal India’s) military rationale was evident:
jes barely a few metres apart, the

s also clear that by restricting itself to
e Kailash range, India had not taken
ing peaks like the Black Top and had a weak

ce a’closure of the border crisis by creating the
honourable solution against a major power.
gter, no such closure is in sight. With the PLA troops
access to territories it controlled by patrolling, the
go s avowed aim of restoring the status quo ante as of April
202 mains unfulfilled. Even on the north bank of Pangong, a
atus quo has been created where the patrolling rights are yet to
be restored. Similarly, the Kailash range has seen neither de-
escalation nor de-induction so far.
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In each statement, both India and China reiterate the need ‘“to
ensure peace and tranquillity” in border areas. Even if there have
been no further deaths after June and no firing after early
September, the peace on the border is both unstable and
unsustainable. Ongoing tensions, with massive deployment
each side, belie any hope of tranquillity. That the se

can be gauged from the fact that the Indian Army has
major reorientation of its units and formations to
border.

Explained | The disengagement plan betwe
along the LAC

COVID-19 and geopolitics

elhi was presenting itself
cine diplomacy, particularly

ent has backtracked on existing
supply vaccines to its friendly
h as Bangladesh and Sri Lanka have

criticism, the
contractual
neighbours.

s a partner and raising questions about its
s a counter to China. Sensing the opportunity,
ved in quickly, organising a meeting with all South

Delhi was also the lynchpin of the Quad’s pledge to deliver a
billigh doses of COVID-19 vaccine throughout the Indo-Pacific by
e end of 2022, an effort focused on countering Chinese influence
in the region. With India now trying to import vaccines for its own
population and reneging on its commitments to other poor
countries under GAVI’s COVAX scheme, the proposal now seems
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to be on a weak footing. The abysmal failure of the Modi
government to anticipate and deal with a public health crisis has
diminished India’s aura as an emergent power. A Prime Minister
tom-tomming the mantra of ‘Atmanirbharata’ or self-reliance h

been forced to reverse a 16-year-old policy to accept global aid fias
laid bare India’s vulnerabilities, further reducing its standin
Quad’s anchor.

A weaker India is not only less attractive as a partn
makes New Delhi more dependent on the United{Stat
with China. That India has been acting at the
has been one of China’s presumptions and th1s
Beijing’s worst fears. It would further
directly linking them to the wvagari
relationship. The hypothesis that India
borders by strengthening its oce
test, a scenario New Delhi wa

1’s preoccupation with the pandemic may brook a delay
w weeks but fears of failure, a routine happening in India-
Istan engagements, loom large. It is hard to predict the
Pakistani course of action hence, but if the past is an experience to
go by, it has usually been spiteful, reckless and dangerous,
especially when India is seen as weak. Coupled with the imminent
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American military withdrawal from Afghanistan and a win for the
Taliban, the signs are ominous. An assertive China and a vengeful
Pakistan acting in concert on the land borders is India’s military
nightmare, which New Delhi will have to avoid at all costs.

Chinese supplies

Meanwhile, Beijing has made certain significant move a
New Delhi in the recent days. China’s President Xi Ji t
message to Mr. Modi to convey sympathy re
condolences over the pandemic, which st

which led to an early clearance and appro argo flights from
China. The Chinese Ambassador tg India hag’beef highlighting the
0 India.

Also read | Chinese buil
Ladakh councillor

ndia explicitly avoids that framing and
that these are largely commercial contracts

uSpended cargo flights to India for 15 days beginning last month,
but ghe supply chains have since been kept open by Beijing. This is
une with the Indian demand from Beijing that the supply chain
should remain open but the other demand to ensure stable product
prices has not been met.
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More point scoring

If the recent weeks during the pandemic provided an opportunity
for the two Asian giants to work together, that hope has been lost
as both governments have focused on point scoring. That refle
the broader state of bilateral ties, but is also a fundameftal
difference emanating from the ongoing border crisis. As t
between India and China have floundered, New Delhi
position that the border issue is central to the bilater

question cannot be seen as the whole of the bi
In an ideal world, New Delhi can hope f
delineates and demarcates the LAC in some forfm butBeljing has
ies facing
each other in Ladakh and a lack of trust be two countries
as the two governments talk her in a period of
geopolitical churn, it is cl ina-India bilateral
relationship is moving into & zone ofNingfeasing disruptions, and

attendant risks of conflagrati@n on tha diSputed border.



