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Important Vocab for the Editorial 
 
1. scourge (noun) – affliction, bane, curse, plague. 
2. far from (phrase) – not, not at all. 
3. rest on (phrasal verb) – be based on, depend on, be dependent on, 

rely on. 
4. pivot (noun) – focus/focal point, foundation, cornerstone. 
5. put in (phrasal verb) – devote, employ (time and effort). 
6. endeavour (noun) – hard work, effort, struggle. 
7. attribute (noun) – quality, feature, characteristic, trait, element, 

aspect. 
8. unfold (verb) – develop, evolve, happen, take place, occur. 
9. turf (noun) – track, pitch; (cricket) playground. 
10. immediacy (noun) – rapidity, quickness, promptness. 
11. long-lasting (adjective) – enduring, lasting, enduring, 

lifelong, permanent. 
12. template (noun) – model, pattern/example, blueprint. 
13. asunder (adverb) – apart, into pieces, into parts, to shreds, to bits. 
14. throw (verb) – lose purposefully (due to bribery/corruption). 
15. anabolic (adjective) – relating to anabolism (constructive metabolism). 
16. steroid (noun) – a type of chemical substance (hormones) found in 

our body. Steroids can be artificially introduced into our bodies to 
improve our strength. 

17. taint (verb) – tarnish, damage, spoil, ruin, vitiate. 
18. dagger (noun) – a short knife-like weapon. 
19. cleave (verb) – split, divide, bisect/separate into two. 
20. throbbing (adjective) – beating, pulsating. 
21. scandal (noun) – impropriety, misconduct, wrongdoing. 
22. crushing (adjective) – embarrassing, humiliating, disconcerting, 

disappointing. 
23. blow (noun) – shock, surprise; setback/misfortune. 
24. admit (verb) – accept, acknowledge, confess. 
25. Bitcoin (noun) – a type of digital currency (cryptocurrency). 
26. favour (noun) –  support, assistance. 
27. render (verb) – give, provide. 
28. breach (noun) – contravention, violation, breaking, non-compliance. 
29. fall from grace (phrase) – to lose status, respect, favour, honour. 
30. crafty (adjective) – clever, shrewd, astute, sharp. 
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31. disbelief (noun) – scepticism, doubt, mistrust, suspicion. 
32. rear one’s head (phrase) – (of something unpleasant) emerge, 

appear, become visible/noticeable. 
33. conflagration (noun) – flames, blaze, fire, inferno. 
34. high-profile (adjective) – most important, attracting much public 

attention. 
35. allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, indictment. 
36. sanctity (noun) – ultimate importance, inviolability; righteousness, 

goodness, purity. 
37. long-drawn (adjective) – prolonged, protracted, lengthy, extended, 

long-lasting/dragging. 
38. whisper (noun) – rumour, gossip, report, speculation. 
39. sordid (adjective) – disreputable, disgusting, abhorrent, dishonest. 
40. saga (noun) – story, lengthy explanation/statement, lengthy story. 
41. instalment (noun) – part, portion, section, segment, division. 
42. cleansing (adjective) – relating to an act of cleaning/purifying/freeing 

something (from guilt). 
43. despondency (noun) – dejection, discouragement, 

hopelessness/despair. 
44. in vogue (phrase) – in the current fashion or style. 
45. transgression (noun) – infringement, contravention, breach, violation, 

overstepping. 
46. caveat (noun) – warning, caution, condition. 
47. have a bearing on (phrase) – have a relevance/relation to something. 
48. have no bearing on (phrase) – have no relevance/relation to 

something. 
49. pave the way for (phrase) – clear the way for, make preparations 

for, put things in order for. 
50. probable (adjective) – possible, potential, likely. 
51. underwhelming (adjective) – unsatisfactory, not exciting, 

disappointing. 
52. lure (verb) – tempt, persuade, attract, coax, win over. 
53. seemingly (adverb) – apparently, evidently, outwardly. 
54. innocuous (adjective) – harmless, inoffensive, unobjectionable. 
55. cast/spread the net wide (phrase) – to try as many things as possible 

so that you will find what you want. 
56. recall (verb) – remember, recollect, call to mind, think of. 
57. confess (verb) – admit, acknowledge, reveal, disclose. 
58. bookmaker (noun) – bookie; a person takes illegal bets, particularly 

on sporting events. 
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59. misdemeanour (noun) – wrongdoing, evil deed, criminal act. 
60. a step back (noun) – withdrawal, retreat (from a situation to think 

about & make decisions calmly & carefully). 
61. exile (noun) – banishment, expulsion, deportation; a person who lives 

away from his/her native country. 
62. dalliance (noun) – affair, attachment; involvement. 
63. greed (noun) – desire, thirst, appetite (particularly for wealth); 

rapacity, materialism, avarice. 
 

 

 

Loser Streak: On cricket, gambling and 
match-fixing 

APRIL 16, 2021 00:02 IST 

Cricket’s fight against the scourge of gambling and match-fixing 
is far from over 

Sport rests on two pivots. The first is the athlete’s desire to win by putting in 

the greatest endeavour. The second attribute is the fans’ belief that what 

unfolds on the turf is based on sincere effort. Sport is real and its immediacy 

also invests it with long-lasting meaning. It is this enduring template that 

gets torn asunder when cricketers throw matches or athletes consume 

anabolic steroids and break records. Corruption that taints performance is a 

poisoned dagger which cleaves sport’s throbbing heart and the latest scandal 

involving Heath Streak, is a crushing blow to cricket. The former Zimbabwe 

captain admitted to sharing information with bookies while he was the 

coach of various teams ranging from Zimbabwe to Kolkata Knight Riders, 

and has also accepted bitcoins for favours rendered. This breach of trust 

occurred largely from 2016 to 2018 and on Wednesday, the International 

Cricket Council (ICC) banned Streak for eight years. It was a fall from 

grace for one of Zimbabwe’s greatest players. Streak was a crafty fast 

bowler and a useful batsman as evident in his combined international tally 

of 455 wickets and 4933 runs during a 12-year career that finished in 2005. 

Disbelief was the first emotion when match-fixing reared its head in 2000. It 

was a conflagration that hurt many high-profile cricketers including the late 

Hansie Cronje, Mohammad Azharuddin and Saleem Malik. The allegations 
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may have failed to gain legal sanctity in long-drawn cases but the whispers 

remained. The sordid saga had another instalment when spot-fixing hurt the 

2013 Indian Premier League forcing a cleansing of the Board of Control for 

Cricket in India (BCCI). The same despondency was in vogue after the ICC 

mentioned Streak’s transgressions even if the caveat was that his actions had 

no bearing on the results of the games in which he was involved as a coach. 

Streak may not have fixed a contest but in sharing contacts of players with 

bookies, he was paving the way for a probable underwhelming show. 

Bookies lure with requests for seemingly innocuous information before they 

spread the net wide. It may be recalled that in the 1990s, Shane Warne and 

Mark Waugh confessed to sharing pitch and weather information with a 

book-maker. Streak’s misdemeanour is also a step back for Zimbabwean 

cricket, which is returning from a long-drawn administrative crisis that 

forced the early retirement of the Flower brothers – Grant and Andy — and 

the exile of Henry Olonga. Streak’s dalliance with greed shows that the 

ICC’s fight against the scourge of gambling and match-fixing is farfrom 

over. 

 


